
F o r g i n g  l i v e s  t h r o u g h  f i r e  a n d  g l a s s

Dear GlassRoots Friends,

This past year has truly been one for the history books. Stories about Covid  
and closures, digital-learning and community-building, and the power of art to heal. 

Of course, Covid affected us. In this Annual Report you will see our students 
who persevered to create mosaics at home and, by summer, back in our studios. 
For most of the year, our friends and students could not come to our studios. 
We transformed our school programs to online field trips and art classes. 
We developed a new curriculum for online learning, and for the first time, we 
broadcast our Worker Space lecture series to thousands across the country. 

Over the course of the year we were slowly able to bring artists and  
students back into the studios. By the summer we were excited to open the 
doors for camp groups to create animals and astronauts out of glass, as well as 
for our three-month Fellowship program, a group of 10 young emerging artists 
from Newark, to explore glass and craft.

We missed seeing you. Yet 2020-21 was truly a year of celebration for us.  
Our Twentieth Anniversary Year. We launched with our online Gala in the fall 
and concluded with our first back-in-person Community BBQ by summer. In 
between, we celebrated every month with panels, parties and art-making.

We would be remiss if we didn’t express our gratitude to Barbara Heisler 
who retired after nearly 10 years as Executive Director and CEO. Her vision  
and unwavering belief that glass arts can empower and transform 
the youth and the community will continue to guide us in our 
new home in the Newark Arts Commons. 

We are thrilled to be penning our inaugural Annual  
Report letter together. We look forward to our 21st year 
and beyond. 

Carol Losos        Roger C. Tucker III
Executive Director      Board President
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Residencies
Teaching-artists Kate Dowd and Amira Rogers 
stood proudly in front of the completed mosaic  
triptych at 13th Avenue Elementary School.  
Three groups of students participated in this  
after-school residency, sponsored by Rutgers’  
Promise Youth University. Together with lead 
instructor Amira, students designed and created 
this mural featuring the 13th Avenue mascot  
and school colors of black and gold. As this  
residency was disrupted in spring 2020,  
GlassRoots’ teachers finished and grouted  
the piece as a gift to the students and school.

By the 
 Numbers

Youth Entrepreneurial 
Spirit Program (YES!)

The conclusion of GlassRoots’ after-school Youth  
Entrepreneurial Spirit program was also disrupted  

by the Covid public health crisis which forced  
the remainder of the program, and our year-end 
competition, to be conducted via Zoom and  
Instagram. GlassRoots’ teaching-artists made  
final products in our studios at the direction of  
the students. Pictured here is the winning product by 

Amayah Stevens — a customizable mosaic tray,  
produced under her business, “Mantra Glass.”
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Programs  
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Summer Camp
Campers in our 2021 summer program were masked 
and socially distanced while they worked in the hot 
shop, flame and flat shops, but were fully engaged with 
their projects and instructors! Parents were impressed 
and appreciative of GlassRoots’ ability to create a safe 
but creative environment, which allowed students’  
imaginations to flourish. 

Highlights

Expenses & Income

Fellowship
Ten young, emerging artists from Newark  
participated in the inaugural 2021 GlassRoots– 
Peters Valley Fellowship. This full-scholarship, 
intensive, craft-training program was designed  
to start participants on their creative path, enable 
them to explore the arts in depth, and to expand 
their visions of future possibilities. This joint  
venture between GlassRoots and the renowned  
Peters Valley School of Craft was made possible by 
the generous support of the Nicholson Foundation.

Expenses Income



Individuals
Janice A.
Syed and Robeena Afzal
Robinson Agudelo
Stuart Anthony
Dorothy Ashford
Gilvania Azevedo
Eric Balinski
Stephanie Beling
Franklin Benson
Angela Bernard
Vicki Bixel
David Bloom
Marion Bolden
Patricia Breglio
Ellen Brown
Jane Bruce
Thomas A. Bryant
Carol Buchalter
Arlene Bujese
Dorothy Bukantz
Sherri-Ann Butterfield
Jillian Cadorette
Joel Canter
Raymond and Patricia Chambers
Steve and Sally Chew
Sally Chubb
Elizabeth Cisco
Joana Clark
Nedra Clark
Marc Collins and Roslyn Rogers
Mark Covey
Michele Davis
Douglas DeAndrea
Abram Deslauriers
Daniel Diefenbach
Ulysses G. Dietz and Gary Berger
Patrick and Katharine Dobbins
Matthew Doering
Alexander Dorsey
Philip Drill and Ellen Greene
Lisa Duggan
Quianda Dyer
Barbara Eager
Stanley and Rhoda Epstein
Theodore Evans
Samuel and Rusty Feldman
William Fern and John Bliss 
Daniel Flamberg
Ingrid Fox
Matthew and Deborah Garrison
Caryn Shore Geneck
Catherine A. Genzler
Stuart Gold
Hugo and Simeia Goncalves
Jason C. and Diane Grant
Donald and Ellen Greenfield
Daniel and Margo Greenfield
Warren and Andrea Grover
Harlem Gunness

Antoinette Hadgis
Michael and Debora Handler
Phyllis and Stanley Handler
Jonathan Price and Donna Harkavy
Charlene Moore Hayes
Simone Hazel
Barbara Heisler
Phillip Henderson and Liz Henry
Jon and Tijana Hitchon
Sanaz Hojreh and Ross Richard 
Jeffrey D. Hsi
Judith Israel
Katherine Jackson
Andrew and Robyn Jacober
Howard and Meg Jacobs
Lowell and Lynn Jacobs
Evelyn Jaffa
Mary and Brian Jaffa
Clare Johnson
Jeremy V. Johnson
Sharon Karmazin and  
   David Greene 
Donald and Margery Karp
Mary Kenny
Sheila Kenny and  
   Jonathan Simmons
Jon and Patricia Kettenring
Peter and Ellen Klein
William and Carolyn Knox
David Korngruen
Allen and Florence Kraut
Lawrence Krayn
Al and Dot Kuehn
Marthe Lablans
Peter Lablans
Jessica Landau
Julie Landgraf
Stephen and Carol Leit
William and Harriet Lembeck
Helena Levine
Howard and Jackie Levine
Sydney Licht
Judith Lieberman
Wendy Liscow
Amy Liss
Adlyn Loewenthal
Jo-El Lopez
Anthony Lovari
Ralph and Dena Lowenbach
David and Liz Lowenstein
Lawrence and Susan Lubow
Betsy Lynch
Walter and Joan Maier
David and Karen Mandelbaum
Kathyrn Markel and Huibert      
   Soutendijk 
Jennifer Markovitz
Andrea Marshall
Andra Marx
Bonita Marx
Russ and Eleonore McCabe

Kevin McCarty
Craig Meadow
Debora F. Meltz
Frank and Susan Merrick
Joyce Michaelson
Betsy Michel
Neil Miller
Ruth Mitchell
Linda Morgan and Phil Haws
Richard and Susan Morganstein
Peter Muller
Seta Nazarian
Daniel and Will Neville-Rehbehn
Susan Newberry
Daniel Ocone and Marian Glenn
Karen Ohland
Laurence Orloff and Deanne Wilson
John and Laura Overdeck
Nell Painter
Peter and Kathleen Palmer
Marilla Palmer
Mary Papamarkou
Brett and Nathalia Penedos
Stephan Pentak
Kenneth and Judith Peskin
Corporal Larry and Marjie Pitterman
Jim Price
David Rago and Suzanne Perrault
Ennio Ranaboldo
Frank and Missy Rand
Virginia Rehbehn
Diane Ridley-White
Barri and Susan Rifkin
Perrine Robinson-Geller
Courtney Rogers
Aurora Rosado
Janet Rose
Gary and Karen Rose
Roberta Rosenblatt
Jay and Susan Roth
Sue Z. Rudd
Frank and Randee Salerno
Fred and Susan Sanders
Melvyn and Ann Schaffer
Rick and Debbie Schulman
James and Sharon Schwarz
William and Vickie Semel
Maudie Shanley
Floyd and Iris Shapiro
Steven and Susan Shaw
Sandra Shea
Joel D. and Shelley Siegel
Susie Silbert
David and Barbara Simmons
Robert and Ethel Singer
Philip and Melani Smith
Fred Soward
Alfred Spector and Rhonda Kost
Joseph Stadelmaier
Ira and Amy Steinberg
Erin Sweeney

Frederick and Joan Sweeney
Patricia Sweeting
Susan Swinghamer
Faith Taylor
Leo Tecosky
Anne Teicher
Roberta Thaxton
Lara Thompson
Veda Truesdale and Nat Bradburd
Alexis Tucker
Ara Tucker
Roger and Sheryl Tucker
Antonio Valla & Emily Manz
Myles Varley
Gene A. Vincenti
Debra Vogel
Deborah Ward
Jayne Warman
Judson Weaver
Ralph Weaver
James and Jeanne Weill
Nina and Theodore Wells
Bill and Lisa Westheimer
Erin Whitney
Julie Willard
Dana Dowd Williams
Charles Willis
Charlie Wolf and Meg Farmer
Gavriel Wolf
Carmen Rita  Wong
Sharon Wu 
Katora Yim
Carol Yorke and Gerard Conn 
Lisa Zerkowitz

Institutions
Allstate Interiors
American Architectural Window and 
   Door, Inc. 
American Endowment Foundation
Anonymous
Budget Print Center
CCC Renovation
Celia Lipton Farris and Victor W.  
   Farris Foundation

Centrim Electric Inc.
Chemglass Life Sciences, LLC
City of Newark
Common Sense Fund
Community Foundation of  
   New Jersey
Drury Bieler Charitable Fund
George A. Ohl Jr. Charitable Trust
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation
Global Gateway Advisors
Hecht Family Foundation Inc.
Herman and Florence Siegel 
   Foundation
Horizon Foundation for New Jersey
Jeffrey Corzine Foundation
Jersey Cares
Jersey Mike’s
Jockey Hollow Foundation
Lillian P. Schenck Foundation
Live To Uplift
M&T Charitable Foundation
M&T Weiner Foundation 
MCJ Amelior Foundation
NAILBA Charitable Foundation
New Jersey  Office of Faith Based 
   Initiatives
New Jersey Economic Development 
   Authority
New Jersey State Council on the Arts
Newark Arts
Nicholson Foundation
Pepsico Foundation
Prudential Financial
PSEG Foundation
Raskin Family Foundation
Rosenberg Ebin Family Foundation
S. Irving and Anne Nevard Sherr 
   Foundation
Seattle Foundation
Stanley and Kim Markel Memorial 
   Fund
Tucker Contemporary Art
Turrell Fund
Victoria Foundation

Our Fabulous Donors 


